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My First Month in Hakodate

REETCORMDU YA

[t s hard to believe a whole month has already
passed since coming to Hakodate. Time really does fly
when every single day feels like a new adventure. The
city amazed me right away.

On one side there’ s the ocean, on the other side
the mountains, and in between are streefs that are
calm, clean, and easy to walk through. Honestly, it
feels like living inside a postcard. The night view from
Hakodateyama was one of the most beautiful things
I ve ever seen, | fried to take a photo, but it didn’
even come close fo capturing how magical it was.
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The food has also been unforgettable. People told me
it would be delicious, but | didn™ t expect even the
simplest meals to taste this good. Convenience stores
quickly became my guilty pleasure. | walk in planning fo
buy just water, and somehow | leave with fried
chicken, rice balls, and dessert. It" s almost impossible
to resist, and I’
here never feels boring, it’

m not even trying anymore.Eating
s always fun.
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Life at IAl High School has been one of the best parts
of this experience. On the first day, | was nervous, but
the kindness of teachers and students made me feel
comfortable right away. Even without knowing
Japanese, | never feel left out. Communication happens
through English, gestures, smiles, and plenty of
laughter. It proves that you don’ t need perfect
words to build friendships. The school is full of energy,
and | admire how motivated everyone is. That
atmosphere inspires me to work harder foo.

What surprised me most about Japan is the balance
of life. Before coming, | imagined everything would be
fast-paced and maybe stressful. But in reality,
there” s a rhythm here that feels both busy and calm
at the same time. People work hard, but there” s also
so much politeness and respect in everyday life that it
creates harmony. And then there are the small
surprises, like vending machines on every corner, that
make me smile every day.

Looking ahead, | know this experience will stay with
me long after | leave. In the future, | want fo come
back and live here, while also traveling and learning
about other countries so | can see different ways of
life. For now, Hakodate feels like the perfect place to
begin that journey, with beautiful views, good food,
and kind people who already make it feel like home.
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L Welcome to HAKODATE! I
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